SO                                  IMAGINARY CONVERSATIONS
Magliabechi. True: I know the book: it is entitled Facetiae Facetiarum. There is some wit and some truth in it ; but the better wit is, the more dangerous is it ; and Truth, like the Sun, coming down on us too directly, may give us a brain-fever.
In this country, Mr Middleton, we have jalousies not only to our windows but to our breast: we admit but little light to either, and we live the more comfortably for so doing. If we changed this custom, we must change almost every other ; all the parts of our polity having been gradually drawn closer and closer, until at last they form an inseparable mass of religion, laws, and usages. For instance, we condemn as a dangerous error the doctrine of Galileo, that the earth moves about the sun ; but we condemn rather the danger than the error of asserting it.
Middleton. Pardon my interruption. When I see the doctors, of your church insisting on a demonstrable falsehood, have I not reason to believe that they would maintain others less demonstrable, and more profitable? All questions of politics, of morals, and of religion, ought to be discussed: but principally should it be examined whether our eternal happiness depends on any speculative point whatever ; and secondly, whether those speculative points on which various nations insist as necessary to it, are well or ill founded. I would rather be condemned for believing that to kill an ibis is a sin, than for thinking that to kill a man is not. Yet the former opinion is ridiculed by all modern nations ; while the murder of men by thousands is no crime, provided they be flourishing and happy, or will probably soon become so: for then they may cause discontent in other countries, and indeed are likely to excite the most turbulence when they sit down together the most quietly.
Magliabechi.   Let us rather keep within the tenets of our church.
Middleton. Some of them axe important, some are not; and some appeared so in one age of the church, which were cast aside in another,
M&gU&becki.   Pray which were they?                                       ?
Middleton.   She   now   worships   the   blessed   Virgin   Mary: